252                  VISIT   TO   RAMLAH,   AND
fine plain, with here and there a gentle ascent,
passing several small villages at a little distance
on the left by the way, and seeing marks of
fertility and cultivation, we approached Ramlah.
The town of Lydd, the Lydda of the Scriptures,
was on our left within sight, when we entered
Ramlah through a road similar to that leading
from Jaffa, bordered with fences of prickly-
pears, and having an abundance of trees scat-
tered on each side.
We were, directed to the convent, for the
superior of which the president   at Nazareth
had given us a letter;   and we  were kindly
received   by the good old  friars.    We  were
scarcely   entered,   before there arrived  from
Jerusalem two Christian pilgrims, ecclesiastics
of Turin,   who had left Trieste in the vessel
now at Caypha, which was to have brought
hither   the   Prince   of Sweden,   and   all   his
brother pilgrims, but which could not accom-
modate them.    These ecclesiastics had been at
Jerusalem for the last two months, and had
spent their Christmas there.   They were seem-
ingly devout and sincere, and spoke with en-
thusiasm of the pleasures of pilgrimage, and of
the joy of suffering in the performance of it,
Neither of them seemed to be above twenty
years of age; and being full of spirits,   their
society was extremely agreeable*